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Between the Global and 
the National, and Between 
Neo-Liberalism and 
Interventionism 

Introduction

-

countries ranked among the top ten tourist destinations in 2006 in terms of international 

stages of development, and have relatively low rates, especially in the face of global 
competition. Tourism development, partly because of its socially-constructed spatial and 
temporal polarization, is also associated with a range of cultural and environmental 

remains domestic, international tourism is an important component of the industry and 
most forms of tourism are shaped by the internationalization of capital and labour 
markets. In other words, tourism and tourism impacts cannot be thought of as bounded 

considered a key site for regulation and intervention.

targeted tourism development was the 1982 ‘Initial Guidelines on a Community Policy 

stock of tourism’s importance to the Community and to situate it in the context of other 

which still resonate now: the seasonality of tourism, the development of alternatives 
to beach holidays, and support for social tourism. These issues largely duplicated the 
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-

shaping the operating environment for tourism, although through its general treaties 

Although tourism has remained largely the preserve of national and sub-national poli-

regulatory frameworks as already indicated, but also via expenditures in support of 
tourism within the budgets of the structural, cohesion, cultural and other funds. The role 

as have other economic sectors. These tensions are explored here through a discussion of 
three main themes: the creation of a common mobility space, growth and competitive-
ness, and cohesion and interventionism.

A common mobility space: enacting a neo-
liberal vision of the EU 

arrivals increased tenfold in Greece, fourfold in Germany, Austria, Portugal and Turkey, 

actions. In other words, national states took steps towards opening their economies to 
international mobility for a variety of purposes, including tourism. This was reinforced by 

in real per capita incomes and leisure time, this laid the foundations for mass tourism 

couched in terms of the exigencies of needing to generate foreign exchange earnings, but 

removal of barriers, whether to trade or human mobility. The limits to this approach 

example, the French government imposed a 2000 franc maximum currency allowance 
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economic development priorities, and social and environmental issues, as well as on the 
quality of tourism provision, rather than simply on growth and exports. 

visa or other obstacles to border crossing, and by creating rights of residence and prop-

-

freedom of establishment and freedom to provide services in the hotel and restaurant 

euro in January 2002, can also be seen in terms of creating the freedom of mobility space 

effective aviation safety standards. These measures have contributed, to varying degrees, 

a vastly increased and relatively homogeneous economic space, rather than through a 
mosaic of fragmented national economic spaces. 

the goal of creating a new political framework which would promote peace and col-

-
tions, this has led to a rapid expansion of low- cost air carriers and shifts in the practices 

while lowering the cost and convenience barriers to mobility in the continent in terms of 

Many of the above measures, which are associated with the creation of a single market, 

prior to accession. For example, there was a tenfold growth in foreign tourist arrivals in 

opening of their economies, and to increased international mobility. 
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